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About AST Corporation
• Oracle Certified Advantage Partner
• System integrator of choice for Corporations and 

Public Sector Organizations
• 100% success rate of Oracle E-Business 

projects that range from:
– Planning
– Assessment
– Migration
– Implementation
– Training & Support

• www.astcorporation.com



BI Publisher for R12 Offers
• Fast, scalable extraction engine
• Bursting Engine
• Many new template enhancements
• Book binding abilities
• Better performance
• Tighter integration



BI Publisher Overview
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BI/XML Publisher and 
E-Business Suite Integration
• BI Publisher + Oracle Reports
• BI Publisher + Data Templates
• BI Publisher + OA Framework
• BI Publisher + Bursting
• BI Publisher + Document View + QA 

Framework



OA Framework and 
BI Publisher Integration
• Designing the OAF BC4J Model
• Designing the OAF Page and generating the 

Data XML
• Designing the RTF Template using Data XML
• Registering the Template with Oracle 

Applications
• Integrating the OAF Page with XML Publisher
• Invoking the report from OAF



OA Framework and BI Publisher Integration
1. Designing the OAF BC4J Model
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2. Generating the XML for Template Design

OA Framework and BI Publisher Integration



3. Designing the RTF Template using Data XML
4. Registering the Template with Oracle Applications
5. Integrating the OAF Page with XML Publisher
6. Invoking the report from OAF

OA Framework and BI Publisher Integration



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Bursting Engine
• Bust individual documents from a batch
• Dynamic generation based on data
• Deliver in desired layout/output format
• Deliver down desired delivery channel



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher

• Business Justification
1. Parse the Purchase Orders .pdf into 

individual purchase orders for suppliers 
and email/fax them

2. Checks to be attached to the 
Invoice/Payment screens as attachments



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher

Prerequisites and Patch Requirements
• Patch 5968876
• Version is 5.6.3



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Setup temp directory
XML Publisher Administrator > Administration > General



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Create Data Definitions



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Create Templates
XML Publisher Administrator > Templates

T&C is a sub template



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Sample Template calling the sub template



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Sample Bursting Control File := PO Bursting.xml



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Uploading the bursting control file
XML Publisher Administrator > Data Definitions > “POXPRPOP”



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Creating new “PDF publisher PO” to be able to print the 

Purchase Order duplex (i.e. the Terms& Conditions on 
the back side)

Step 1: create pasta_pdf_po.cfg
login to server and go to $FND_TOP/resource
make a copy of pasta_pdf.cfg in the name of pasta_pdf_po.cfg
make the following changes (see in bold)

printCommand=Ip –c –d{printername} –o media=letter –o sides=two-sided-long-edge



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Step 2: Setup the driver

config file pasta_pdf_po.cfg



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Calling the bursting program
1. Calling the Bursting Program after ‘Purchase order print’ program is run



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Calling the bursting program
2. Or modifying the AfterReport trigger in POXPRPOP.rdf to call the ‘Burst 

Program’



Bursting in XML/BI Publisher
Step 3: Setup the style

Step 4: Update the style of the Purchase Order program definition



Bursting – Attaching Accounts Payables
Checks as attachments on the Invoice Workbench

1. Input the Invoice and pay the invoice



Bursting – Attaching Accounts Payables
Checks as attachments on the Invoice Workbench

2. Run the Bursting Program



Bursting – Attaching Accounts Payables
Checks as attachments on the Invoice Workbench

3. Run the Custom Program



Bursting – Attaching Accounts Payables
Checks as attachments on the Invoice Workbench

4. View the attachment on the Invoice Workbench



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Some advantages of Data Templates over RDF Reports
• Ease of use
• Displaying Reports in real-time (generating xml is real-time as 

against RDF reporst when xml is generated only when concurrent request is 
submitted)

• Multiple integration points
• Integration with multiple data sources
• No binary conversions
• Eliminates layout issues & ambiguous errors (signal 11)



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Main elements of Data Template
• Data Query  SQL Query 
• Parameters by which to restrict the SQL Query
• Data Structure Definition of the Output XML Structure 
• Data Triggers Triggers that should be executed before or after 

the data query execution 
See Example:- datatemplate-pa.xml





Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Step 1: Design the Data Template XML File
datatemplate-pa.xml

Step 2: Create the Data Definition in XML Publisher and 
associated it with Data Template

XML Publisher Administrator > Data Definitions

Here is where the data 
template xml is uploaded



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Step 3: Define a Concurrent Program to generate the Data 
XML File



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Step 4: Define the RTF Template using the Generated 
Data XML



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Step 5: Registering the Template with XML Publisher

Template Loaded here



Data Templates in XML/BI Publisher

Step 6: Execute the concurrent program to generated the 
PDF Report



Tips and Techniques
Password Protect BI Reports

Go to Template Properties (File > Properties)

truetext xdo-pdf-security2

Hard code/read from xml datatextxdo-pdf-open-password1

ValueTypeCustom Property Name



Tips and Techniques
BIP Report Output to Excel

Setup the Viewer: Text Profile to ‘Browser’



Tips and Techniques
Migration of BI/XML Publisher Reports from one 
instance to another

• FNDLOAD and

• XDOLOAD to move definitions in BIP across 
different instances



Sudhakar Lakkoju
Senior Principal Consultant
slakkoju@astcorporation.com

Muralidhar Kadambala
Senior Consultant
kmuralid@astcorporation.com

References
Metalink
Tim Dexter’s BI Publisher Blog
Anil Passi’s BI Publisher Blog
BI Publisher User Guide

AST Corporation Booth #4566

Contact Information



Questions and Open Discussion


